I’m Shirley Kraft, Program Coordinator at the Family Center of Washington County.  My husband and I live in the country outside of Hartford with our cat, Roxy.  Our daughter, Kelly, is an attorney in Chicago.  Our son, Aaron, and his wife Amy live in Los Angeles where Aaron works post-production for the TV show “The Dog Whisperer” and Amy works as an architect.  I grew up in Ohio on a farm with 2 older sisters.  I graduated from Ohio State University with a degree in elementary education.  Our family has lived in North Dakota, Michigan, Cairo, Egypt, New Orleans, and Illinois before moving to Wisconsin.

I have been with the Family Center since 2001.  Before joining the Family Center, I was active in the lives of families for many years, especially in elementary schools.  One of the areas I find particularly rewarding is working with Special Needs children.  I like that the Family Center is a resource open to families of every shape and size.  I think we are fortunate in Washington County to have this resource.  I love planning programs for you!

In the summer I can be found in my garden, mowing lawn and watching the birds outside my kitchen window.  The rest of the year I’m planning my garden or reading a book by the fire.  My husband and I love to travel, especially to visit our children in Chicago and Los Angeles!

Favorite Parenting Books:  Kids, Parents, & Power Struggles by Mary Sheedy Kurcinka & Playful Parenting by Lawrence J Cohen, PH.D
Favorite Children’s Author:  Mem Fox and Lois Ehlert

Favorite Parenting Advice:  “Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff”

